


W. D. EWART.

Orive-Chaims.

PATENT NO. 154,594 WAS ISSUED ON SEPTEMBER 1, 1874 BY THE Ul.S.
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE. IT WAS FILED BY WILLIAM DANA EWART
FOR AN “IMPROVEMENT IN DRIVE-CHAIN.”



THE IDEA — LINK-BELT — WAS BORN T0 WILLIAM DANA

EWART, A YOUNG FARM IMPLEMENT DEALER IN BELLE
PLAINE, |0WA. HE CONCEIVED THE IDEA OF A SQUARE DETACHABLE “LINK™
FOR A CHAIN BELT ... A LINKED BELT. EWART RECOGNIZED THAT HARVEST-
ERS WITH CONTINUOUS CHAIN-BELT DRIVES MADE UP OF SOUARE LINKS
AND FLAT LINKS WOULD WEAR UNEVEHLY AND BREAK IN ONE SPOT. ONCE
BROKEN, THE ENTIRE CHAIN BELT HAD TO BE TAKEN BACK TO THE BARN FOR
NEEDED REPAIRS, WHICH DELAYED ALL HARVESTING.

EWART CONCENTRATED HIS EFFORTS ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF A CHAIN
BELT WITH A DETACHABLE “LINK™ THAT COULD BE REPAIRED IN THE FIELD
AND WOULD WEAR MORE EVENLY. EWART WORKED UP SEVERAL ROUGH
MODELS OF A DETACHABLE LINK CHAIN AND OBTAINED A PATENT ON

SEPT. 1, 1874, FOR “AN IMPROVEMENT IN DRIVE-CHAIN.”

/
YEARS OF
INNOCVATION




— THE LINK-BELT MACHINERY COMPANY WAS FOUNDED

IN CHICAGD IN 1880. ITS PRIMARY PRODUCT WAS
CHAIN DRIVES FOR ALL TYPES OF POWER TRANSMISSION AND
MATERIAL HANDLING EQUIPMENT.

THE COMPANY GREW RAPIDLY. SHORTLY AFTER THE TURN OF THE
20TH CENTURY, LINK-BELT PLANTS COULD ALSO BE FOUND IN
INDIANAPOLIS AND PHILADELPHIA.
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— THE FIRST CRANE: A STEAM-POWERED
CLAMSHELL CRANE FOR COAL.

— SEPARATE FROM LINK-BELT, THE SPEEDER MACHINERY
COMPANY WAS ORGANIZED IN LEON, I0WA, IN 1914.
SPEEDER'S FIRST PRODUCT WAS A MECHANICAL LOADER FOR HANDLING
ROADSIDE GRAVEL AND FOR GENERAL EXCAVATING. THE COMPANY'S
FIRST BUILDING WAS 5,200 SOUARE FEET.



LINK-BELT COMPANY .. ...
— LINK-BELT BEGAN DEVELOPMENT OF A LINE HUVEL NEW

OF CRAWLER-MOUNTED CRANE-SHOVELS
T0 COMPLEMENT ITS LINE OF LOCOMOTIVE CRANES AND
MATERIAL HANDLING EQUIPMENT.

— HAVING BUILT ITS REPUTATION AS AN INNOVATOR,
LINK-BELT INTRODUCED POWER HYDRAULIC
CONTROLS TO THE CRANE-SHOVEL INDUSTRY IN 1936.



— SPEEDER WAS A WELL-KNOWN MANUFACTURER OF CRAKE-SHOVELS. SPEEDER WAS PURCHASED BY

LINK-BELT IN 1939 T0 FORM LINK-BELT SPEEDER. THE CRANE-SHOVEL PRODUCTS OF THE TWD COMPANIES
COMPLEMENTED EACH OTHER WELL. UNTIL 1947, THE MANUFACTURING OF LINK-BELT SPEEDER PRODUCTS WAS CARRIED
ON [N BOTH CHICAGD AND CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA. [N 1947, ALL PRODUCTION WAS MOVED T0 CEDAR RAPIDS.

LINKBELT SPEECER <> PARTS LIST

WDEL TEE

— THE YC-5 REPRESENTS LINK-BELT'S
INTRODUCTION OF A UTILITY OR YARD
CRANE. THE INTRODUCTORY MODEL, THE YC-5, WAS
A 7.5-TON-CAPACITY CRANE WITH 20 FEET OF BOOM.



— LINK-BELT SPEEDER INTRODUCED THE REVOLUTIONARY FULL-FUNCTION DESIGH,

A DEVELOPMENT WHICH HAS, IN CONJUNCTION WITH SPEED-0-MATIC POWER
HYDRAULIC CONTROLS, BEEN LARGELY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE COMPANY'S EXCEPTIONAL GROWTH,
IN 1949, LINK-BELT SPEEDER DEVELOPED AND PRODUCED A COMPLETE LINE OF DIESEL PILE
HAMMERS AND STARTED MANUFACTURING AN ALL-HYDRAULIC EXCAVATOR, AS WELL. THIS
CULMINATED WITH THE DESIGK OF THE LS-98 FLAGSHIP MODEL IN 1954, WHICH CONTINUED ] i S
PRODUCTION FOR OVER 42 YEARS WITH MORE THAN 7,000 UNITS SHIPPED WORLDWIDE. SPE B R
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LINK-BELT SPEEOER TS-40 TRACTOR MOUNTED GRANE ORIV ING PILES NEAR RALSTON, NEBRASKA. JuLy, 1940,
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— THE FMC CORPORATION PURCHASED THE LINK-BELT COMPANY IN 1967. THE SUBSIDIARY, LINK-BELT SPEEDER, WAS SPUN OFF TO BECOME THE

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT GROUP, A DIVISION OF FMC, MARKETING LINK-BELT CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT PRODUCTS WORLDWIDE. FMC BEGAN
A RAPID EXPANSION AND DIVERSIFICATION OF ITS PRODUCTS WITH HYDRAULIC EXCAVATORS I 1967, TOTALLY NEW HYDRAULIC ROUGH TERRAIN CRANES IN
1969, HYDRAULIC TRUCK CRANES IN 1971, TOWER GANTRY CRAKES N 1974, AND A WHOLE NEW LINE OF LARGE CRAWLER CRANES IN 1978,



— CONTINUED EXPANSION OF FMC LINK-BELT BROUGHT THE COMPANY
HEADQUARTERS T0 LEXINGTON, KY. PRIOR TO THIS, PRODUCTION TOOK
PLACE IN CEDAR RAPIDS, [A AND BOWLING GREEN, KY.

— THE FIRST CRANE PRODUCED AT THE

LEXINGTON PLANT WAS THE HTC-50. IT
WAS PURCHASED BY THE AUSTIN COMPANY, THE SAME
COMPANY THAT BUILT THE LEXINGTON PLANT.




HEAVY INDUSTRIES
CONSTRUCTION CRANE CO., LTD.

— BECAUSE OF CHANGING WORLD ECONOMIC CORDITIONS, THE LINK-BELT

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT C0. WAS FORMED AS A JOINT VENTURE
BETWEEN FMC AND SUMITOMO HEAVY INDUSTRIES [SHI). THIS FORMALIZED PARTNERSHIP
DATED BACK T0 1963, WHEN LINK-BELT SPEEDER FIRST SIGNED A LICENSING AGREEMENT
WITH SUMITOMO TO MANUFACTURE CRANES.

— AFTER FIRST OBTAINING A 50% SHARE OF LINK-BELT, SHI OBTAINED
A 100% SHARE OF LINK-BELT CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT IN 1989,



CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT
— LINK-BELT FIRST RECEIVED IS0 9001 CERTIFICATION THIS YEAR.

— LINK-BELT BEGAN A SIGNIFICANT EXPANSION OF FORMED-B00M

CAPABILITIES. DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF THE FIRST FORMED-BOOM
PRESS IN NORTH AMERICA N 2008 LED TO THE CREATION OF LINK-BELT'S FIRST FULLY
MANUFACTURED ALL TERRAIN CRANE, THE ATC-3275, [N 2012.

— A NEW 30,000-SOUARE-FOOT TRAINING

AND QUALITY ASSURANCE BUILDING WAS
DEDICATED WITH REPRESENTATIVES FROM SHI ON SITE.
. i g (_‘.‘!f .
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— NINE YEARS AFTER DESIGNING,

DEVELOPING, AND BUILDING ITS OWN
FORMED-BOOM PRESS, LINK-BELT PRODUCED ITS 10,000TH
SECTION OF FORMED BOOM ON MAY 15, 2017. THE SECTION
WAS INSTALLED ON A TCC-1400 TELESCOPIC CRAWLER CRANE.
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¢ THE LINK-BELT COMPARY IS FOUNDED.
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1884 - THE FLEST CRANE: A STEAM-FIW ERES
CLAMSNELL CRAKE FOR COAL.
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1918 - SEPARATE FROM [19x-BELT, THE
SPEEDER MACRINERY EOMPARY WAS
ORGAMIZER 1% LEGK, fowA, 1 1319,

SPECBER'S FIRST FROBUCT WAS A
MECHARICAL LEADER FOR BANDLIXG
ROADSIDE SRAVEL ANS EOR SENERAL
EXCAVATING. TRE COMPANY'S FIRST
BILOING WAS 5,200 SQUARE FEET.

K-BELT COMPANY

1910

EARY 100 - A LECOMOTIVE CRARE
OPERATED !X RAVERRA, KENTUCKY.

1928 FATTICE CRAWIER L
1"{1&]\ l.a frer

L PEES 1-50

=
cYd
=2
F

1927 - LIK-BELT BEGAN BEVELOPMERT GF A LIXE BF
CRAWLER-MOUNTED CRARE-SHOVELS T8 COMPLERERT
ITS LINE GF LOCOMOTIVE CRANES ARG BATERUAL
BARTLING ECUICMERT
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OF CRANE-SHOVELS. SPEEGER
WAS PURCHASED 8Y Limk-Beer | 1345
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1536 - NAVING BUILT (TS REFUTATION AS AN INKGYATOR, {i0K-BELT INTRGONCED
POWER BYBRAULIC CONTRQLS T6 THE CRARE SYOYEL IXBUSTRY 1% 1335,

1848 - Linx-BELT SPEEBER INTROBUCED THE REYGLUTIONARY FULL-FIXCTION
1948 - THE dim-BELT DESIGR, A BEYELOFMERT WHIEK BAS, I¥ COXJUNCTION WATH SPecg-0-4ane
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1887 - THE FUE CORFORATION PURCHASED THE LiNK-BELT COMPANY 1% 195
SUSSIBIARY, LiK-BELT SPEEBER, WAS SFUR GFF T0 BECOME THE LONSTRNL
EGUIFHENT BROUP, A BIVISION OF FHE, MARKETING LINY-BELT CONSTRUCTH
PROSUCTS WORLOBWABE. FUL BECAN A RAPIS EXCARSION AND DIVERSIEICAT,
PROSUCTS WHTH BYSRAULIC EXCAVATORS 1% 1357, TOTALLY KEW BYSRAULI
TERRAIN CRANES 8 1050, BYBRAULIC TRUCK CRARES 1% 1371, TOWER BAN?
18 1074, ARG A WNOLE BEW LINE GF LARGE CRAWLER CRANES 1 1378,
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1905 - Limx-BELT FIRST
RECEIVED IS0 3003
CERTIFICATION.

1983 - AFTER FIRST GSTAINING
A 5% SHARE GF Lixk-BELT,
SHKI GBTAINED A 100% SHARE
OF Linx-BELT CORSTRUCTION
EquiruEnTIn 1383

1985 - BECAUSE BF CRANGING WORLE ECORGRIC COXDITIONS, THE L INK-BELT
CONSTRUCTION EQUIPRENT B8, WAS FORMER AS A JOINT YEXTURE BETWEER
FUE AXD SUMITOME HEAYY INDUSTRIES Lﬂf,’. THIS FORMALIZER PARTRER-
SHIP DATES BACK T 1052 WHER LINK-BELT SPEEBER FIRST SIGNER A
LICENSING AGREEMENT WATH SUMITEMG T MARUFACTURE CRANES.

2008 TELESCAPIC LRAWLER LRANES
2008 ALt TERRAIN CRANES

2008 - Limk-BELT BESAN A SIGHIFICANT
EXFARSION BF FORMED BGOM CAPABILITIES.
DESIGN ARS CONSTRUCTION BF THE RIRST
FORMER BOOM PRESS X KORTH ARERCA 1N
2008 LED T8 THE CREATION GF Lin-BELT'S
FIRSTERLLY MARUEACTURES ALL TERRAIN
CRANE, TREATC-3275, 18 2012,
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2017 - KiME YEARS AFTER DESIGRING, DEVELOPING,
AND BUILBING ITS DWN FERMED BOOM PRESS,
Lexx-BELT PROGUCES TS 10, DO0TH SECTION OF FORMES
BOGM ox Ay 15 2017 THE SECTION WAS INSTALLED
OO A T00-2400 TELESCOPIC CRAWRLER CRANE.

2005
TRAINING - PRATOTYFE BULOIG

2005 - Anew 30000 0. FT. TRAINING AXS
GUALITY ASSURANCE BUIL B NG WAS DEBICATES
WITH REFRESENTATIVES FROM SHI Gu-SITE.







